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Intro duction

In keeping with its legal responsibilities set out by HG 1724/2005, with its
later amendments and completions , the Institute for the Investigation of Communist
Crimes in Romania has conducted furt her developed and ever diversified research and
investigation of the crimes and abusescommitted by the communist regime.

Thus, ICCRhas extended its special investigation activity started up in 2006 on
the archaeological site near the town of Sighetu-Mar ma t by endertaking a number
of further campaigns in Insula Mare a Brailei (Braila County), Spermezeu and
HDI mNDs Nu -NIBs Xounty)t,a Gl odghi | el Gounty)(ahtiuSate WMarea r a
(Satu Mare County).

During 2007, IICCR submitted three penal notifications to the Military
Pr o s e c Office with $he High Court of Cassation and Justice. The documents focus
on the abuses or crimes committed , ordered or inspired by people who held positions
within the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of External Affairs . To sum up,
the number of people against whom criminal complaints have been lodged amounts to
217.

The Institute has also further developed its educational, museum and research
projects; to these, four new legislative projects have been added focusing on the
necessity of applying for cassation of political sentences, providing of moral and
material repa ir to the politically persecuted because of the anticommunist revolt of
the workers in B r a linoNwvember 15,1987, degrading the ex-Securitate officers and
reducing the pensions of former party activits , State Security organs and magistrates
involved in the communist repression .

Also, the number of IICCRpublications has significantly grown, and so hasthe
IICCR presence and participation i n conferences and round tables, a good number of
which organized by the Institute itself. Three political documentaries have been
produced, as well as a film about the brief executions in Spermezeuand HD| mDs Nu ,
Bi s t-N s Bouwhty.

In 2007, the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania
further developed its volunteering campaign addressedto young people who take an
interest in the study of communism, while also strengthening its efforts towards
ensuring an efficient communication with the people addressingthe Institute .



SPECIAL INVESTIGATIOBAMRAIGNS

Insula Mare a Brailei , Braila County

In the interval 27-29 March 2007, a team of IICCR experts, together with
representatives of The Mi | i t ar yOffe with ¢he tlighoQowtsof Cassation
and Justice, participated in an identification campaign focused on identifying former
labour colonies in the area of Insula Mare a Brailei. As a result of the campaign, t he
probable interment places of the political prisoners deceased in the 1950s were
identified as well . Interviews with local people and former guardians from the labour
colonies in the area were also conducted by our mixed team .

Sper mezeu, HRNI midRBedodCountBi st ri t a

On 24 and 25 April 2007, the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in
Romaniain collaboration with th e Mi | i t ar y Office ardertook,timoB idst-r i t a
N D s NAouhty, the exhumation of the mortal remains of six males shot to death on

March 9, 1950. The murders were committed by a body of State Security soldiers who

had been brought there in order to capture and punish a number of people who had

refused to accept enrollment , a stand which was considered an act of opposition

against the communist regime in power .




The Identifi cation of Former Penitentiary C ommanders

Pursuing the objectives stated within its setting -up Decree, the Institute for the
Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania carried out a series of investigations in
the interval September 2006 - May 2007 in the Archives of the former General
Management of Penitentiaries. The IICCRexperts identified 210 former com manders
and deputies of penitentiaries, labour camps and labour colonies where political
prisoners had been detained during the communist regime. According to IICCR,in the
case of the former commanders, one has to admit the repressive and discretionary
nature of their actions . The inhumane prison teatment administered to the former
political prisoners has the character of a mass phenomenon encompassing the whole
country. The enforcement of such treatment was not the result of individual acts
only. Since it claimed their collective partic ipation, the respongbility for it should
also revert to all former co mmanders of penitentiaries and labour camps and labour
where such inhumane treatment was a dministered . The 210 people will be inquired by
the Mi |l it ar y Office anslex theuatcasatidrsof genocide.

Gl odghil el tiCountdunedoar a

In July 2007, following an intimation received by the Institute , ICCR started off an
investigation regarding the circumstances of | o s i f6 s Ord-eaathehvillage of
Gl odghi | el dommur(e)B tiung¢doaca County. Judging by the evidence, losif
Or lweas executed by Securitate officers on February 11, 1950. Aside from the
research conducted in the archives, exhumation clues helped the investigation along
with the analysis of the proofs. However, it will continue by research in the National
Archives and CNSAS and édallistic ana lysis of the bullet .

Satu Mare, Satu Mare County

In July 2007, the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania

received a letter from Augustin Chira in Satu Mare mentioning the execution by
shooting of her father , Tira Gheza, along with three more people by officers of former

Securitate on October 11, 1949. The Institute for the Investigation of Communist

Crimes in Romania, in collaboration with th e Mi | i t ar y Offceio Fiemiult ®ma rda,
carried out the exhumation of the earthly remains of Tira Ghezain the Greek Catholic



Cemetery in the town of Satu Mare. The research will continue in this case by
analysing proofs, consulting archives and interviewing survivors .

During 2008, all scientific investigations conducted by the Institute for the

Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania will be gathered up in a volume, along
with photos, reports and expert analyses

PENALNOTIFICATIONS

Penal Notifications against Some Former Penitentiary C ommanders

On 22 May 2007, IICCRsubmitted a penal notification incriminating the crimes and
abuses of 210 former penitentiary commanders and deputies who, between March
1945 and December 1989 made use of the detention system as a main instrument of
social extremism. Asthe former commanders of penitentiaries and labour camps and
labour colonies where such inhumane treatment was administered acted as a
collective , the responsibility consequently reverts to all of them . The penal
notification mentioned the programmed violaton of t he pr i sorimessww® r i ght
as genocide, ill-treatment , tortu re, as well as other repressive deeds against the
prisoners. Judging from a legal point of view , the deeds committed by the people
identified by the IICCR experts should be classified as genocide. The crimes
committed have an indefeasible character in what regards the denouncing, following,
judging and condemnation of their authors. The IICCRexperts have been able to
identify the 210 people as a result of research conducted in the Archives of the
General Administration Center for Penitentiaries .

Penal Notification against Gheorghe Enoiu

On 9 August 2007, the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania
submitted a notification to the Mi | i t ary Prosecutords Office wi
Cassation and Justice, incriminating the deeds of Gheorghe Enoiu, reserve colonel,
former officer within the State Security Department.

The deeds mainly consist of abusive enquiries conducted by Gheorghe Enoiu, either
directly or through his subordinates , on a great number of people arrested by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (where he stood in command). The victims were tortured
and subjected to ill -treatment, isolation and starvation under the accusation of
having committed deeds hostile to the communist regime . During his service,
Gheorghe Enoiualso committed violence in many other ways by which he threatened
his victims into confessing deeds which they had not committed, t he consequence of
al these being serious physical injury, abusive detention and condemnations, fake
trials in order to achieve the condemnation of innocent people and even the
committment of suicide or of suicidal attempts by the victims.



Penal Notification against Nicolae Pl el i t D and Fi ve iplomamer Ro man

On 7 November 2007, ICCRsubmi tted a notification to th
Office with the High Court of Cassation and Justice, incriminating deeds of which

there is evidence they were committed by th e Secuitate general Nicolae Ple | i ¢+ 0 and
five former diplomats of the Socialist Republic o f Romania ©06s HbAdmassy I
Mihoc, Constantin Ciobanu, lon Constantin, loan Lupu and lon Grecu). The above-

mentioned deeds refer to placing ( facilitating the placemen t of) explosive devices

within the parcels that were sent to three well -known Romanian dissidents (i.e. Paul

Go ma, Ni col ae Penescl, inaFehduaryl- ©81b ahe ai® rofethec u
foregoing attempt envisaged killing or at least severely harming the thr ee dissidents

SO as other contestants or potential contestants of the communist regime in Bucharest

be intimidated or alarmed. The above-mentioned six are also suspected to have taken

part in other attempts, gas attac&snatomd ot her

The three penal notifications were joined by evidence, archive documents and other

documents attesting the abuses committed and the violation of human rights and
fundamental liberties .

LEGISLATIVEPROJECTS

Cassation of Political Sentences

The Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania , the Ministry of
Justice and the Association of Former Political Prisoners in Romania have undertaken
a law project regarding the erasing of political convictions and thereby related
administrative measures passed in the interval 6 March 1945 9 22 December 1989.
According to the law project, people who had a criminal sentence imposed on in the
interval 6 March 1945 622 December 198948 and, after their death , their relatives up
to the 4th de gree inclusively, or any organization who has a justifiable moral interest
in this procedure & may apply, within three years from the moment the law comes
into force, for determination of the pol i t i c al character of. these
Also, any person sentenced for political reasons in the interval 6 March 1945 - 22
December 1989, or who was in that interval subjected to administrative measures
with a political character - and, after their death, the spouse or descendant of that
respective person up to the second degree inclusively - may apply, within 5 years
from the moment the law comes into force, for compulsory compensation on the part

or the state or, whether it applies, for restoration of rights. The Government of
Romania approved of the law pr oject in November, sending it further to the
Parliament.



The provision of moral and material reparation to cateqories of people persecuted
for political reasons beca use of the anti -communist revoltin B r a oo Movember
15, 1987

The Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania has also

undertaken a law project regarding the passi ng of the Gover nment
Ordinance no. 6/2008 for amendment and completion of Law no. 341/2004 regarding

the gratitude due to the martyr heroes and revolutionary fighters who contributed to

the victory of the Romanian revolution in December 1989. The law project, which the

Government has sent for discussion and approval by the Senate, claims provision of

moral and material reparation to categories of people persecuted for political reasons

in connection to the anti -communist revoltin B r a lomNovermber 15, 1987.

The reducing the pensions of former party activits, State Security organs and
magistrates involved in the communist repression

The Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania has elaborated a
law project r egarding the reducing of the quantum of pensions of former activist of
the communist regime . According to the project, the quantum of pension should be
set at the level of the ¢ o u nt miyindusm salary before tax for all holders of
responsibilities and func tions in the communist regime definitively sentenced for the
abuses they committed between 19451989 against the fundamental liberties and
rights of a person.

Also, it is worth mentioning here that The Institute for the Investigation of Communist
Crimes in Romania, the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies and "Ti mi ["oar a

Society organized, in the interval 12 and 14 December 2007, a round table on the
issue of bringing the lustration law back to the parliamentary debate

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Penitentiary E xperiences in Communist Romania

By conducting interviews with former political prisoners , the research aims at
reconstituting the peak moments in the political prisons of communist Romania. A
total number of 150 interviews will be conducted in all counties  of the contry , with
special focus on the moti ves and methods of inprisonment, the progress of the inquiry
and process, the period of detention etc.

The objective of project is many -sided, from conducting interviews with former
political prisoners, which can also be used in the future museums set up by IICCR
(RO©mni c u dilava)dot pukdishidg volumes of testimonies able to bring back the



memory of the abuses, tortures and inhumane treatment administered to the
opolitical and class enemies 6 during the communist regime. The filmed images can as
well be used in documentaries about the communist period .

The stage of the project on December 31, 2007:

- 130 interviews have been conducted in 34 counties and in Bucharest. Out of these,
120 interviews have been transcribed;

- 32 interviews have been published in the first volume of the series Penitentiary
Experiences in Communist Romania, Polirom Publishing House lasi.

The Former General Management of Penitentiaries  (1949-1989) & The Central Unit

The dictionary of the militaries active in the Central Unit of the former General

Management of Penitentiaries (GMP) in the interval 19491989 will contain the
biographies of over 150 offic ers, almost each of which with a photo. The book will be
introduced by a presentation of GMP organization and functioning , followed by the

of ficerséo recruitment, t he presentation

biographies etc. The appendix to the volum e will contain the basic documents of a
professional biography (the oath, the committment , the cadre paper, the biography
etc.). The deadline date of the volume is March 31, 2008.

The second volume will be a list of almost 200 officers and underofficers w ith leading
positions in the outer units of GMP, i.e. penitentiaries and labour colonies
(commanders, political vice -agents, vice commanders for guardianship and regime
services). The introductive study to the present volume will introduce the recruitment
model used by the leadership of the Minister of Internal Affairs, a model using the
SPSSinterpretation of different sociological variables  available in the professional
biographies.

Since the research is not yet completed , it is possible that, by the end of the year, a
third volume containing the list of officers and underofficers with leading positions in
the outer units of GMP be published.

Documentation and Research &Outer Archives

One of the important development directions of the  Documentation and Research
Office aims at bringing to light the archive data on the communist period in Romania
collected by archive units/ people from abroad. Judging by the nature of the
information intended to be obtained for the archive of The Institute for the
Investigation of Communist Crimes in Romania, a document volume will be published
on the basis of these documents, along with CDs and analysis studies

In the interval 28-30 November 2007, a series of documents from the Radio Free
Europe archive available with the Open Society Archives & Budapest were
photocopied. The two sets of photocopied documents correspond to two different
projects by IICCR about to be completed :

1. 500 photocopied pages for Scientific and Rational Alimentation Program in
Socialist Romania, a project presented in the interval 23-26 February 2008 within

of



an international workshop organized by the Institute for East Asian Studies within
the University of Wien. The Institute will have p apers presented in this workshop
translated into German and English.
B). Meanwhile, the respective paper will provide material for a bigger chapter to
be included in the volume Public Policies in the Communist Regime (deadline:
September 1, 2008).

2. 2 000 photocopied pages for the Dictionary of Penitentiaries (under completion);
the documents were subsequently printed, filed and registered and are now part
of the IICCR archive

Abortion as a Political Decision. The Issue of Family Planning and Child Birth in
Communist Romania, 1966 -1989

The study aims at assessing from an institutional perspective, the measures for child
birth control adopted by the communist regime in Romania . In Romaniad s par
case, child birth increase is the principal objective of the demographic poli cies of
communist Romania. The project ai ms at assessing the whole set of measures taken
for reaching this objective , and on top of it all of Decree no. 770/1966 (regarding the
prohibition of free abortion ), with its future amendments . The structure of the
project closely pursuesthe two main obj ectives counting as research topic:

A. Assessingthe impact of the measures for child birth increase from a

comparative perspective
B. Deconstructing institutional mechanisms

Child birth legislation and social policies related thereto will be analysed from
a comparative perspective (family plan ning, maternity leaves and child allowance
issue9, along with the demographic indices (illegal abortions , mortality with children
and mothers etc.) from the period following th e passing of 770 decree. Also, focus
will be laid on the deconstruction of institutional mechanisms by which demograhic
objectives were set and adjusted (The Ministry of Health and the different local
health care organs), as well as on the decision factors involved in this process and
their politica | and professional background (members of the Superior Health
Commissionand of the National Demographic Commission).
On the basis of the reports and criminal biographies of some of the people sentenced
for illegal abortions , a number of case studies will be used to illustrate the practical
modality of implementing the 770 decree in all its dimensions .
Most of the research in the Ministry of Health Archives was completed in November
2007.

Transitional Justice in Post -Communist Romania

Since the end of the Second World War, all societies which directed their steps
towards democracy have tried to solve, one way or another, the issues regarding their
authoritative past and to identify the persons responsible for the abuses and the
crimes perpetrated under t he respective regime. How can one declare the
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illegitimacy of a state, when the continuity of its administrative and security
apparatuses condition, as it seems, the survival of the political community? How can
one punish the guilty when, in most cases, th e separation of the former elites from
state institutions and their voluntary withdrawal from public life do not normally
happen? How can one pronounce on the criminal nature of a regime when this means
that justice must decide on the degree of guilt of an institution of which it was a
part?

When confronted with solving these issues, justice often faces the impossibility of
offering completely satisfactory answers. In this context, the present study aims to
analyze the policies of transitional justice in p ost-communist Romania and to identify
the difficulties encountered by their initiators between 1990 and 2006.

Within this project , research was conducted, in the interval between January and
September 2007, in the following archives : The Archive of Romanian Supreme Court of
Justice, the Archives of the Military Pr o s ec ut or the Ar@ilvef af Buelmrest
Territorial Military Tribunal , the Archive of Bucharest Military Court of Appeal . Also, a
100 page study was drawn up about the trials brought against the former communist
dignitaries in the aftermath of 1989 in Romania.

The Dictionary of P eniten tiaries in Communist Romania (1945-1967)

The dictionary of penitentiaries in  communist Romania proposes a historical
presentation of all penitentiaries which w ere operational on the Romanian territory
between 1945 and 1967, being the first complete monograph of the Romanian
penitentiary system . The Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes in
Romania has elaborate d the first historical presentation of penitentiaries, considering
the available archive documents ( in the Archives of the General Administration Center
for Penitentiaries, CNSAS, open Society Archives Budapest, The Central National
History Archives etc. ), specialized literature and testimonies . An introductory study
on the legislation regarding the penitentiary system and the functioning of prisons and
work colonies precedes the presentation of penitentiaries. Each selected prison has
been dealt with according to its importance . The penitentiar ies are presented in
alphabetical order. A mini photo -album illustrating life in prison has also been
attached to the (approx. 600 page) volume.

The volume makes reference to over 120 penitentiaries , the most important of which
are: Aiu d Bal t a HharesDand it isurroudings, The Danube-Black Sea Canal
Dumbr Dveni, FRgNral , Gal ati, Gherl a, Ji |l ava,
ROmni cu SDrat, Sighet, SThe aspectsafqcused u@on aeathe VD c Nr
geographical coordinates, history before 1945, the penitentiary unit during the
communist period, the detention regime , the abuses committed, the penitentiary
board etc.

The authors are experts within the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes
in Romania.

Sructure of the volume : Contents; Abbreviations; Introdu ction (Andrei Muraru);
Introduct ory study (Cristina Roman); Dictionary of penitentiaries , Final Remarks
(Marius Oprea), Bibliography; Alphabetic index of people names ; Alphabetic index of
places; Appendices (photos and drafts).
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The Criminal Biographies (Files) of

Former Political Prisoners

The criminal biographies (files) of m ost of the political

Romania are to be found

prisoners in communist
in the Archives of the General Administration Center for

Penitentiaries (ANP) These individual files contain personal data on the prisoner,
including information about his/her parents, social status, financial status, studies,

t he reason for

detenti on and

condemnat i

detenti on places, including the inprisonment dates, prison change date and releasing

dat e. The

opportunity

to

fotocopy

t hese

biographies is of great help to historians involved in researching the respective
period, sparing them a trip to Jilava.
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Thinking of the large number of petitions reaching IICCRevery day and urging the

Institute to solve different specific issues

, the Institute benefits a great deal from the

information available in its own archive on the former priso n e detedtion period .
Also, this archive enables IICCRto email information about former political prisoners
to the people interested from afar, sparing them a trip to Bucharest .
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