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Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Broadcast Collection of the 1956
Hungarian Revolution

The Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) Broadcast Collection at 
Stanford’s Hoover Institution includes a rare log tapes collection for the crucial 
three weeks of the Hungarian Revolution (October 19 – November 13, 1956). 
The preservation of these audio documents is particularly unusual, as at the time 
log tapes were routinely reused. During the Cold War, RFE and RL log tapes 
were retained for only a few months in accordance with European licensing 
requirements. Due to the public controversy having emerged around RFE’s 
1956 Hungarian broadcasts, the West German Foreign Office borrowed the set 
of log recording in order to conduct a review. Seeking secure storage, the West 
German Foreign Office deposited the tapes in the Federal German Archives in 
Koblenz – where they remained forgotten until their rediscovery in the late 
1990s. Fortunately, thanks to this historical accident and modern technology, 
the complete recordings of the RFE broadcasting during the 1956 events in 
Hungary are now available in digitised form at the Hoover Archives at Stanford 
University and at several of its European partner archives.

Processing the Romanian Stream of the ‘Koblenz Recordings’
IICCMRE and RFE/RL, Inc. joint project

In the framework of an agreement between RFE/RL, Inc. and the Institute for 
the Investigation of Communist Crimes and the Memory of the Romanian Exile 
(IICCMRE) signed on February 15, 2011, IICCMRE undertook the task of 
processing the Romanian stream of the ‘Koblenz Recordings’. From the point of 
view of accessibility and usability for public and researchers, this joint project’s 
contribution is that of creating finding aid documents to help users go through 
the content of this collection. Focused exclusively on the Romanian broadcasts, 
the project’s aim was that of providing exact time and index indications as to 
where Romanian content is located in the massive quantity of recordings 
digitally stored onto 60 CDs: 727 tape tracks; 13 tracks of 60 mp3 files each; each 
mp3 file containing approximately 500 minutes of broadcasted time.

The Institute also proposed the creation of an educational website that will 
make the recordings of RFE’s Romanian desk accessible to the public, to 
include also a collection of written and audiovisual documents and informative
materials. The first and most important step of the ‘Koblenz’ joint project was 
to process the recordings in question and to create an English-language finding 
aid facilitating future research. The finding aids capture the structure of the 
broadcasts and present the main lines of their content. 

The online collection will consist of documents belonging to the National 
Archives (the archives of the Central Committee of the Romanian Workers’ 
Party), the National Council for the Study of the Securitate Archives (CNSAS), 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Alongside this selection of diplomatic 
reports, statements of eyewitnesses, and analyses, the website will include 
samples from newspapers, biographies of the Romanian Desk’s editors, and a 
selected Romanian and international bibliography concerning the 1956 
Hungarian Revolution and the role of RFE during these events.

The processing and documentation were carried out in March-September 2011 
by a team composed of five researchers and collaborators of the Institute 
respectively: Cristina Golomoz and Szilard Pap – documents’ processing, 
finding aid documents’ editing, educational website’s concept, documentation 
and selection of documents; Eliza Cocea – documentation and research in 
Romanian archives; Dan Drăghia – technical support; Damiana Oţoiu – project 
coordinator, director of IICCMRE’s Exile and Minorities Department.

The present exhibition includes a selection of audio documents from the 
Romanian stream of the ‘Koblenz Recordings’, broadcasted during the three 
weeks of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, as well as their corresponding 
English-language finding aids documents. The entire collection of the ‘Koblenz 
Recordings’, the Romanian stream and the finding aid documents for 
Romanian content can be accessed by interested public and researchers at the 
headquarters of IICCMRE and of the Hoover Institution. The website will be 
accessible soon at: http://radioeuropalibera.ro/


